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Fellow Kiwanians, this month I wish to reflect on a challenge issued to 
delegates at the recently concluded Kiwanis International convention by 
the Executive Director Stan Soderstrom.  

The challenge is to think beyond service and consider as well Kiwanis 
clubs’ long-term impact. He’d like to challenge us to think of Kiwanis not 
as a community-service organization — but a community impact 
organization. 

The question then fellow Kiwanians is this: Are our programme and 
projects meeting this standard? We don’t have scientific evidence to 
support any claims we make, but the anecdotal evidence we provide 
should suffice. 

Our signature project — Independence hampers — provides persons in 
need with food items, among other items, to meet their personal needs. 
Remarks coming out of our review in December would suggest that we 
are meeting their needs and certainly making an impact. 

A similar conclusion may be drawn about our Sunday feeding 
programme as we provide a meal to several households, impacting their 
nutritional needs. 

During the Kiwanis South David Rawlins Nutrition Camp earlier this year, 
participant reported how they passed on to their parents the information 
about the importance of reading the nutrition labels on food items. More 
importantly, parents were advised of the dangers of consuming foods 
which were high in salt, sugar and fat. Certainly, there can be no doubt 
of the very positive impact of this information. 

Fellow Kiwanians, my recent attendance at the baby shower at the 
Branford Taitt Polyclinic really convinced me to pursue this conversation.  

I have attended a few of these presentations before, but what made this 
one standout is the tender age of the mothers. Most of them are 
teenagers, some with their own mothers accompanying them.  

After the presentation several of the young mothers and the 
grandmothers came and individually thanked us. 



A young father, who arrived after the presentation, on seeing the items 
immediately embraced PP Lolene and thanked her, adding that the 
baby’s grandmother would have nothing to do with her daughter.  

Truly not just service, but impact as well! 

These are a few examples of how the Kiwanis Club of Barbados South 
is not just a community-service organization, but is also a community 
impact organization. 

So fellow Kiwanis let us continue the great work we do in our community. 

President Selvin 

 

 


